


Presentation of refugees and 
immigrants who succeeded  

in the hosting country 



Elias Venezis 

Greek writer, born in 
Aivali of Asia Minor 
(Ottoman Empire) 



Famous author,  
one of the most important figures of 

the so-called “30s’ generation” 

He came as a refugee 
to Lesvos, Greece, in 

1923, after the Greek -
Turkish war  



“Aeolian land”, one of his most important 
works, dedicated to his homeland,  
was translated in many languages,  



“Serenity”, his famous book about the 
Greek refugees from Asia Minor  



Giorgos Seferis, a Greek poet from the 
area of Smyrna, in Asia Minor 



   He came to Greece when the First World War broke out. 
A great poet, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, 
he influenced Greek poetry during the decade of 1930 
and later. 



Fotis Kontoglou 

Greek author and 
painter, born in Aivali of 

Asia Minor  
(Ottoman Empire) 



   Famous for his book about his homeland  
   and for his Byzantine – like style of painting.  

He influenced many contemporary Greek painters. 



Karolos Koun 

Born in Prousa 
of Asia Minor, he 
became one of 

the most 
important 

theatre directors 



He founded the theater 
organization  

“Theater of art” 



Manolis Andronikos 

Famous archaeologist, born in Prousa,  
in Asia Minor, he came to Greece after the Greek-Turkish war.  



• He is known 
for the 
discovery of 
king ‘s tombs in 
Vergina, 
Macedonia 



Sophia Vembo 

Greek singer, born in East Thrace (Turkey) 



Moved to Greece  
after the Greek- Italian War (1940) 

     She became best known for her performance of patriotic 
songs during the Greek – Italian War,      

     when she was dubbed the "Songstress of Victory“. 



Pyrros Dimas 

Greek weightlifter from Northern Epirus  
(South Albania)  



Many times World Champion  
and Olympic Gold Metalist 



George Papanikolau 

A poor and unknown immigrant in the U.S.A., who 
became a very important doctor. 



Greek pioneer in cytopathology and 
early cancer detection,  

and inventor of the “Pap smear”. 



Kostas Gavras 
 

Famous film director,  
lives and works in France 



    His father's Communist Party membership made 
it impossible for him to attend university in 
Greece, so after high school he went to France.  



Stephen Antonakos 
 

    A Greek born American sculptor, most known for his abstract 
sculptures often incorporating neon. He moved with his 
family from Greece to the United States at the age of 4. 



Laertis Vasiliou 

Actor, director and translator from 
Albania, who lives and works in Greece 



 
 
 
 
 
    Born in Albania, son of a Greek mother and an 

Albanian father.  
    He came in Greece when he was twenty years – 

old. With many participations in theatrical plays  
and many awards.  



Enri Canaj 

Photographer from Albania, lives in Athens 
and works for the  agency Magnum Photos 



Giannis Ugo Antetokumbo 

Basket player from Nigeria,  
born in Greece 



He was born in 
1994, child of 

immigrants  
who had come in 
Greece in 1994 



Zylien, a refugee from Africa.  



“My parents were saying that the most 
important thing is education” 

Zylien, a refugee from Kongo.  
He came in Greece when he was 16 years-old and at his 

twenties he entered university with high marks. 



• This powerpoint was presented                                   
at Tendring Technology College,                                            

at Frinton on Sea,                                                              
by the pupils Alexandra Kalpaki and Eirini Miftiou, 

during our visit in October 2017. 


