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 Immigration is the international 

movement of people into a 

destination country of which they are not 

natives or where they do not 

possess citizenship in order to settle or 

reside there, especially as permanent 

residents or naturalized citizens, or to take-

up employment as a migrant worker or 

temporarily as a foreign worker. 



 

15ο- 18ο  century 
(Ottoman Greece) 

1821 -1940  
(from the Greek 
Independence to the 
Beginnings of World War II) 

1945 - 2000  
(from the end of World War II to 
2000)  



Greek Communities during the Ottoman period 



GREEK IMMIGRATION IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 

15th -16th cent. Greeks 
were forced to 

migrate due to war 
conflicts and the 
expansion of the 
Ottoman empire  

17th -18th 
century.  
Greeks 

migrated for 
economical 

reasons 

They were mostly  
well -educated, 

aristocrats , soldiers    

Most of them came from 
Crete, Cyprus, Epirus, 

Mani and Nafplio . 

They were mostly 
merchants and got 

rich by transporting 
goods from the 

Ottoman Empire to 
Central Europe, 

Russia and Egypt. 

Greek merchant  

           1829 

Greek Merchant      

            1780  



17th & 18th cent. 
Greek communities 

in Vienna and 
Trieste 

Greek newspaper in 
Vienna (1790) 

Church of St.Nicolas in 
Trieste(1787) 

The “Greek Street” in 
Vienna (Griechengasse) 



The cover of  Hermes o 
Logios, a Greek literary 
publication of the late 18th 
and early 19th century 
with major contribution to 
the Modern Greek 
Enlightenment . 

Greek communities contributed to the 
Greek Revolution of Independence, 1821  

Rigas Feraios, went to  Vienna, home 
to a large Greek community. There he 
printed pamphlets based on the 
principles of the French Revolution, 
including  Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and of the Citizen  and New 

Political  Constitution   

Filiki Eteria or Society of 
Friends) was a secret 
19th-century 
organization whose 
purpose was to 
overthrow 
the Ottoman rule 
of Greece and establish 
an independent Greek 
state. House of Filiki 
Eteria on Greek 
Square in Odessa 
 
 



 

 

Athletes of the Greek  Cairo 
Group/ Claub   train on  the Nile  

The factories of Greek brewery 
Property 'Town Brewery 

Alexandriaó 

The Greek Community of Egypt during the 19th cent. 

1830-1881: first wave of mass 
immigration Greeks in Egypt 

There are founded schools, churches, 
hospitals, associations, charitable 
institutions. (Greek community of 
Alexandria 1843) 

They excelled in the areas of trade, 
agriculture, industry and banks 
(Foundation of the First Bank in Egypt the 
"Anglo-Egyptian Bank.") 
Families: Tositsa, Benaki Stournaras, 
Averof Ralli. 



  

The students of " Achillopouleiou " 
marching in school demonstrations in 
the mid 50s, the Community stadium of 
Alexandria.  

The Benaki  family in the Ȉr garden of her 
home in Alexandria in 1889  

The spiritual vigor 
and artistic creation 
of Hellenism in 
Egypt led to the 
flourishing of  
theater  and 
movies. (Cavafis, 
Tsirkas ,Magnes.) 

In 1860 was 
published the 
first magazine 
in Greek. (The 
front page of the 
Greek magazine 
òEgyptian News 
ò1933) 



Greek Immigration from the second half of 19 th 
century to World War I  

Most popular destinations : USA,EGYPT,AUSTRALIA  

-Economical reasons: Greece 
was a small poor country,  
political instable where 
populism and  nepotism 
ruled. Many young people 
left their villages in search of 
a better life.  (Greek 
immigrants are boarding on 
boats in order to get on 
Ocean Liner  that will 
transport them to the States -
1910 



Greek immigration during the 20th century 

1896-1921 
450.0000 
Greeks 
migrated to 
the USA 
searching for  
a better life  



The "evangelists" of the Promised Land 

described with beautiful  words  the life 

in US and Canada (as traffickers show 

videos with pools of our "own" 

immigrants). "In the bread they put 

butter!" they said to the barefoot 15 

years old boy. Greek families were 

separated. The fares either normally 

paid, or owed to the carrier (by putting 

their houses or land under mortgage ). 

If they hadn’t got any property or 

money, they signed up a contract ,which 

made them  slaves under lease or sale. 

On their journey they slept on the deck 

or in the hull of the ship. Sleeping in an 

overcrowded and confined place for 

almost 30 days , unwashed ,poorly fed, 

made their trip to America a real 

nightmare. 





Country of origin Greece 

Primary language Greek 

Primary regions of U.S. 

settlement 

East Coast states, Midwest 

Earliest significant arrivals 1824 

Peak immigration periods 1900-1917, 1970’s 

Twenty-first century legal 

residents* 

7,429 (929 per year) 

Profile of Greek immigrants 

*Immigrants who obtained legal permanent resident status in the 

United States. 

Source: Department of Homeland Security, Yearbook of Immigration 

Statistics, 2008. 

Upon arriving in the United States, most Greek immigrants found jobs in various 
industries. In New England, for example, they worked in textile mills. A particularly 
large Greek community formed in Lowell, Massachusetts, where many Greek men 
worked in the mill. In Utah and Colorado, Greeks found work in copper and coal 
mines. In California they worked in railroad gangs. Many were victimized by 
padrones, labor brokers who recruited immigrants for jobs in exchange for the 
immigrants’ wages. 



JOBS of the Greek Immigrants in USA and Canada 

Greek coal miners (from the library of 
Congress) 

A Greek journalist visits a Greek 
rail gang in Oregon. 
Courtesy University of Utah Special 
Collections 



JOBS of the Greek Immigrants in USA and Canada 

Greek vegetable sellers Greeks working in railroad gangs 



Racism and violence  against  Greek Immigrants  

Headline in the Omaha Bee, February 21, 
1909. 



"No Greeks need apply" (Omaha Daily Bee, 9th Feb 
1916) 

September 23-24, 
1913: Greek 
Immigrant Coal 
Miners Fought 
against the powerful 
Colorado Fuel & Iron 
Corporation (CF&I) to 
protest low pay, 
dangerous working 
conditions, and the 
company’s autocratic 
dominance over the 
workers’ lives.  

Racism and violence  against  Greek 
Immigrants  



130.0000 Greeks had to leave 
their county because of  their 
political beliefs after the 
Greek Civil War (1944 -1949) 
heading to countries of the 
Eastern Europe (USSR, 
Hungary, Bulgaria, Poland)  
 

1945-1950 

Assembly of the Greek workers in Kolchoz (Soviet Guild). 
The Poster in Soviet Greek writes the motto of the guild: 
“Ready to implement the five-years plan.” 



Immigration  to  USA  and Australia 
from 1946 (after the end of the 
World War II) to 1980 

After the German Occupation 
(1941-4) and the Civil War 
(1944-9) Greece was left in 
ruins. Many young people left 
their villages and islands to 
find jobs and support 
economically their families in 
Greece. Most of them were 
illiterate and didn’t speak 
English. They worked in 
restaurants . Some of them 
were selling vegetables  on 
the street corners and in 
squares. 



Greek Immigrants in Germany 1955-1980 

After 1960, Germany was the main 
destination Greeks. It is estimated that 
between 1960 and 1977 almost every second 
person migrating from Greece went to 
Germany. Germany had the largest 
percentage of Greek immigrants and 
immigrants from all European countries. In 
1966  the Greek immigrants in Germany were 
second in number after the Italians  and 
accounted for 15.4% of migrant workers. The 
majority of Greek immigrants came from 
northern Greece and Epirus. 

        Greeks in the railway station of Munich 



Greek Immigration in Europe 1955-1977 
638.141:Greeks migrated to Germany 



They signed the contracts with a smile 

on their faces. 

Job contract in German: 1.9 

Germans mark per hour 



Jobs In Germany 

. The first jobs of Greek immigrants were 
mainly in small and medium enterprises. 
Over time many began to set up their own 
businesses, such as shops, restaurants 
and SMEs. They also worked as unskilled 
laborers and miners. 



Workshop of fellmongery  

(fur) Manakas in Frankfurt 
(mid 1960s) 

Textile industries, 
Greek women immigrants in 
1960 in Leverkusen 

More Jobs In Germany 



Housing in Germany 

The main entrance to a 

ñshackò 

There was only one kitchen for all the 

residents of the compound.  

In early immigrant and immigrants lived in 
makeshift houses, called shacks  or  
Heime . They were usually provided by the 
employer  the rent was low .Men and women 
didn’t share the same houses. 
Usually more people lived together. 



Racism in Germany 
"The Germans were a little hard. They wanted to show us 
that we were strangers ... They did not count us as their 
compatriots, or as other nations - like the Italians and the 
Belgians who were in the EEC. “ V.P.-1st generation 
immigrant 

"The Germans were not happy to see us in those years. 
When we used to cook lentils, with garlic, Germans  didn’t 
eat garlic at all. When  we had had lentils for lunch and 
happened to spoke in the tram, they smelled  the garlic 
smell , and many times we heard the word 'di svaine " , 
pigs! ". E.V. -1st generation immigrant 

“The word" ausländer "kinda hurts. "Auslander" is the 
stranger. It has the meaning “stranger “ but has the sense 
that you're something else, you're not like me. And this is 
derogatory because, someone whether is Greek or Turkish 
or from whichever race  he may be ,he worked hard ,and 
'yes, we worked in this state so that Germany be what it is  
today and  we all worked hard. All the dirty jobs were done 
by foreigners. Foreigners did them! ". N.H.-1st generation 
immigrant 

“I felt racism more in my 
childhood and was perhaps 
somewhat “milder” racism. 
Everyday racism, I would 
say, which in itself is not 
hard, like we can imagine, 
but as time passes by it 
reminds you that you are a 
foreign element. In 
everyday life we felt that 
we were strangers and they 
showed as somehow. We 
were always foreigners. 
Beyond that, it depends on 
ourselves what 
opportunities and successes 
we have had. But always, 
from what I remember from 
a young age, were or the 
Greek or Italian or Spanish.” 
G. V. - 2nd generation 
immigrant 



Immigration in Australia and N. Zealand 

Pupils and teachers of the Greek School in Melbourne (a few years after the 
end of World War II) 



First Greeks arrive in western Australia 



Post World War II immigration of Greeks in 
Australia 



Geography of Greek Immigration  

61%

1%

13%

23%

2%
ΗΠΕΙΡΟΙ

USA

ASIA

AUSTRALIA

EUROPE

AFRICA



Numbers of Greek Immigrants from 1851 to 1977 



The three waves of Greek Immigration in 20-21th cent. 



→Greece ranks fourth in the EU the 
massiveness of migration outflow  after 
Cyprus, Ireland and Lithuania, and the third 
after Cyprus and Spain regarding the 
percentage of young emigrants. Specifically, 
the outgoing Greeks, only in 2013, 
representing more than 2% of the total 
workforce in the country, while the 
proportion of young people of prime-aged 25-
39 years over 50% of all outgoing. 

→While the first postwar decades the large 
wave of Greek immigrants headed to 
Germany, Australia and the USA, "the 
immigrants of today go everywhere," says the 
study: the Middle East, Asia, America. The 
primacy as destination countries, however, 
are the European Union countries. 

→The period 2010-2015, 54% of those who 
migrated were below 30 years and 46% over 
30 years. Element denotes an escape as a 
solution to the impasse that now experienced 
by many Greeks in Greece. 

→Despite the fact that the unemployed were 
very small percentage of those who 
immigrated before the financial crisis 
erupted, now almost 50% of Greeks 
emigrated from 2010 onwards were 
unemployed. 

→Nearly 75% of those who decided to 
seek a better future abroad is at least a 
university or a Technological Institution 
graduates. The 20% is upper secondary 
education or non technical university 
systems and about 5% high school 
education. 

→The size of the loss, a big blow for for 
Greece, is demonstrated by the fact that most 
of them migrate with the intention to settle 
permanently abroad seeking work there. 



The Numbers of Greek  Immigrants during the period of the 
Economical crisis 



Greek Immigration in time  

1920 

1960 

2010 



they are our children  

they are not birds  



Presented in Greece, May 2017, during the partners’ meeting in 
the High School of Petra. 

The presentation was made by the pupils Efstratia Leonti, 
Isabella Kovaci, Constantina Chiotellis and Tsampika Tsoplaki 


